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157. (New) An integrated electronic system for conducting a medical interview of a patient and contemporaneously compiling 
medical data and calculating an appropriate Evaluation and 

Management billing code based on that interview, including: electronic means including: a prompting means for generating 
real-time prompts to prompt an interviewer to make a series of inquiries for eliciting responses from the patient during a 
patient encounter, said series of inquiries and said responses including at least sufficient details to support billing 
requirements imposed by payer mandates, said series of inquiries including individual data elements needed to 
calculate or derive the Evaluation and Management billing code, said prompting means further including: 
a calculating means for calculating further prompting for inquiries regarding the patient using at least some of the preceding 
responses; 

a guiding means for guiding the interviewer during said interaction with the patient; 

a reminding means to remind the interviewer regarding specific points of inquiry relevant to further examination of that 
patient; and 

a soliciting means to solicit underlying information usable for calculating a description of the medical services being 
provided, said underlying information comprising details of a patient history, details of a patient examination and/or 
details of medical decision making regarding a patient diagnosis, details of medical tests to describe, diagnose and/or treat 
the patient, information used for clinical research, information used for quality assurance, and/or information 

used to compile patient care data base information; the electronic means further including: 

a recording means for recording said responses or other related information corresponding to the series of inquiries; and 
a calculating means using information including said recorded responses to derive the Evaluation and Management billing 
code, said billing code complying with the billing requirements imposed by said payer mandates. 

158. (New) A method for assisting a user in conducting a patient encounter, said patient encounter comprising inquiry, 
examination, assessment, counseling, or decision regarding said patient, storing data regarding said patient encounter, and 
generating a billing code based on said patient encounter data, including: 

a prompting means for reminding the user to enter individual data elements, wherein said data elements comprise data needed 
to indicate the type of patient encounter, to document what was found or what occurred during said patient encounter, or 
to comply with requirements for 

calculation of said billing code specific for said type of patient encounter; an inputting means for recording said patient 
encounter data; 

a data storage means for preserving said patient encounter data; 

a calculating means for using said data regarding said patient encounter to derive for the user said billing code, said billing 
code complying with billing requirements imposed by payer mandates for said type of patient encounter; and 

a data access means whereby items preserved by said data storage means and results of said calculating means can be viewed, 
analyzed, or revised. 

Keywords: a calculating means using information including said recorded responses to derive the Evaluation and 
Management billing code, said billing code complying with the billing requirements imposed by said payer mandates. 

Only claims 104-158 
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